
“It should come as no surprise that, after writing The House on Dream Street, one of
the best accounts of contemporary Vietnam, Dana Sachs would write If You Lived
Here, an uncannily moving novel of the Vietnamese experience in America. What is
most admirable of all the things Sachs does right is her willingness to show how
different cultures can be from one another; her empathy, however, establishes how
beside the point such differences ultimately are. Forster said, ‘Only connect.’ Dana
Sachs is a one-woman power grid, her book electric company.”
--Tom Bissell, author of God Lives in St. Petersburg and The Father of All Things

“This book is gorgeous and, more importantly, compelling. In it, the very worst and
the very best happen. Behind every event is the heart and genius of this novelist,
alive at every moment to the pleasure of life.”
--Rebecca Lee, author of The City is a Rising Tide

If You Lived Here is a big literary novel, ambitious in its melding and merging of
home and homelessness, love and divorce, motherhood and sisterhood, loss and joy.
It is about forgiveness in an age when forgiveness is the green plant in a forest fire:
it needs protecting. This book shows us our own lives, our own world. It has the
power to make us see each other as we are.
--Clyde Edgerton, author of Solo; My Adventures in the Air

"If You Lived Here is a moving story of friendship that bridges cultures and
challenges traditional notions - of women of the American South, women of Vietnam,
and of the ways in which these two cultures meet. Shelley and Mai are refreshingly
real and complex characters, and Sachs conveys their emotional lives and their
remarkable journey with patience, compassion, and exacting insight."
--Dao Strom, author of Grass Roof, Tin Roof

“Anyone who’s adopted internationally will recognize the emotional arcs that Dana
Sachs charts so eloquently in If You Lived Here. But this book is for anyone who
appreciates what good fiction does: capturing human beings in all their angularity.
Sachs is an expansive and generous writer who gives us, at all times, the pulse of
life being lived. She’s the real deal.”
--Louis Bayard, author of Mr. Timothy and The Pale Blue Eye



FROM BOOKSELLERS:
Just wanted you to know I thoroughly enjoyed this novel. It touched me on several
levels. My daughter is a world traveler and when she mentioned that she and her
husband might visit Vietnam (they loved Thailand) she informed me that her
generation doesn’t have the same opinion of the country that mine does. I’ll admit
my familiarity and knowledge of Vietnam was formulated through the headlines we
read everyday during my final years of high school. My husband had a low draft
number: 69. Isn’t it odd that I remember that after all these years? What a
wonderful book! I’ll be happy to hand sell it. Debra Belcoff, General Manager, The
Reading Room at Mandalay Place, 3930 Las Vegas Bouldevard South, Suite 201A,
Las Vegas, NV 89119

I am an employee at Barrington Books in Barrington, R.I. I just finished reading an
advance of If You Lived Here. What a beautiful book! The story is unlike anything
I've read. The setting gave me insight into a culture about which I know
embarrassingly little; the characters were wonderfully drawn, and the ending hugely
satisfying. Our customers at Barrington Books rely on the staff for recommendations.
I will be sure to put If You Lived Here on the Staff Favorites shelf in March, and will
be delighted to recommend it to our book clubs. Wendy Lapides, Barrington Books,
Barrington, RI

What a wonderful book - a beautifully told story of families, loves lost and found, and
the strength that is within each of us. I couldn't put this story down! I cannot
believe it's Dana's first novel! The characters really speak to the reader - This is
one I will definitely recommend to our readers at Skyland Books - I predict it will do
very well. Thank you for sharing this with me. Pam White, Skyland Books, West
Jefferson, NC

Thank you for sending an advance copy of Dana Sach's "If You Lived Here". I loved
this beautiful novel and savored the reading of it over several days. Shelly and Xuan
Mai are vivid characters who seem like people one might already know; I continue to
carry their stories in my mind and have "hand -sold " two copies of the book to
customers eagerly awaiting its arrival in February. I intend to read "The House on
Dream Street" and will enthusiastically recommend Dana Sachs writing to Toad Hall
Bookstore clientele. What a wonderful book this will be for reading group discussions!
Amy Pierson, Manager, Toad Hall Bookstore, Rockport, MA


